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FYI

From: FEMA-R5-Watch <FEMA-R5-Watch@fema.dhs.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 11, 2023 1:37 PM
Subject: Fire-Illinois-LaSalle-R5 SPOTREP-01112023-Update #2

Fire- Illinois-LaSalle-R5 SPOTREP-01112023- Update #2

INCIDENT REPORT DATE/TIME: Wednesday, January 11, 2023, 1330 CST

LOCATION: La Salle (La Salle County), Illinois

UPDATE #2: IEMA has provided an update on the status of the Carus Chemical fire ongoing in La
Salle, Illinois:

The fire has been contained.
The shelter-in-place order continues and is affecting approximately 1000 people.
Local schools are planning to release student at 1400CST.
Power had been cut to the area, affecting about 100 households. They are attempting to
isolate the outage to the facility only.
Illinois EPA has recently arrived on the scene, with IEMA R2 & 3 personnel enroute.
The Salvation Army is also enroute with food and water.
A temporary flight restriction is in place until 1631CST for 3 nautical miles surrounding the
scene.

There remains no requests for FEMA assistance.

UPDATE #1: The city of La Salle has asked resident that live nearby to Carus Chemical to shelter in
place, and for everyone else to avoid the area while response crews work.

INCIDENT SUMMARY: Social media and news outlets are reporting that there is a large fire ongoing
at the Carus Chemical plant in La Salle, Illinois. A large plum of smoke is billowing from the site.
Emergency crews are on scene. According to social media postings, Carus Chemical “makes
compounds used in water treatment and environmental cleanup.” Verification for this information is
still pending. No other impacts are being reported at this time. There are no requests for FEMA
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assistance.
STATE/LOCAL RESPONSE:  The Illinois SEOC is at Partial Activation (SW Border Bus Reception). 

FEDERAL RESPONSE: The FEMA Region V RRCC is at Normal Operations. The RWC is Normal
Operations.
SOURCE OF INFORMATION: IEMA; Shaw Local News Network; Twitter; Facebook 103.9 WLPO; La
Salle Facebook

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONTACT: FEMA Region 5 Watch Center, 312-408-5365/5498
(Phone), 312-408-5302 (Fax), FEMA-R5-Watch@fema.dhs.gov
 
 
Best regards,
 
Mario Ferro
Watch Officer | Regional Watch Center | Region 5 Response Division
Office: (312) 408-5365/5498 | Mobile: (312) 780-9659
mario.ferro@fema.dhs.gov
 
Federal Emergency Management Agency
fema.gov
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